August 7, 2003

What Is My Motivation?

Theme Verse Focus

Proverbs 16:1

1 To man belongs the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the reply of the tongue. 

Write out what this verse says to you in the context of a theatre ministry.

What Is My Motivation?

Disciples before we run around madly acting

Scripture Focus:

Mark 12:28-31

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given a good answer, he asked Him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.”

John 13:35

“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

FYI:

In the above verses, Jesus was quoting the Old Testament, Deuteronomy 6:4 and Leviticus 19:18.

From the NIV Study Bible: Love: The Greek verb is not phileo, which expresses a friendly affection, but agapao, the commitment of devotion that is directed by the will and can be commanded as a duty. God love.

A is Webster’s dictionary and B is from the original Greek.

Disciple (di-si’pel) 

A. 1) A person who subscribes to the teaching of a master and assists in spreading them; 2) any active adherent as of a movement or  philosophy; 3) one of the companions of Christ; 4) root word is discipline. 

B. 1) a scholar, sometimes applied to the followers of John the Baptist, and of  the Pharisees, but principally to the followers of Christ. A disciple of Christ is one who 2) believes his doctrine, 3) rests on his sacrifice, 4) imbibes his spirit, 5) and imitates his example. 

Christian (kris’chen) 

A. 1) Professing belief in Jesus as Christ or following the religion based on His teachings; 2) a decent human being; 3) from the Latin word Christianus, or believer in Christ.  

B. 1)the name given by the Greeks or Romans, probably in reproach, to the followers of Jesus. 2) It was first used at Antioch. 3) The names by which the disciples were known among themselves were "brethren," "the faithful,"   "elect," "saints," "believers." But as distinguishing them from the multitude without, the name "Christian" came into use, and was universally accepted. 

Some facts:

There are 253 verses with the word disciple in them

There are 11 verses with the word believer in them.

There are only 3 verses with the word Christian in them.

Some interesting verses about disciples:

	Isaiah 50:4
The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of disciples, That I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. 
He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.

	

	Matthew 16:24
Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.

 Matthew 21:6
The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them,

Matthew 28:19
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

	

	Mark 8:6
And He directed the people to sit down on the ground; and taking the seven loaves, He gave thanks and broke them, and started giving them to His disciples to serve to them, and they served them to the people.

	

	Luke 14:26
"If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.

Luke 14:27
"Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.



	

	John 8:31
So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;


John 15:8
"My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.


Personal Reflection:


One of the first things I heard while away at college was “God doesn’t want Christians”. Turns out, the speaker was making a point that has come to change my life. God really doesn’t want Christians. He wants Disciples. 


When Jesus left earth and ascended into heaven, He commanded that we make disciples. Jesus wants us to be true disciples.

You can read the verses I printed out for you or even begin a study of your own to see what a disciple is.  In short, a disciple is a student, a follower, a servant, a soldier, a question asker, a do-it-by-faith person, obedient no matter what. A disciple of Christ does all of this in love, love for one another and love for the Lord and Savior, Jesus. You subscribe to His teachings, you assist in spreading them, you rest on His sacrifice, and imitate His example. A disciple carries the cross of Christ.

A Christian believes Jesus is the Christ.

So, are you just a Christian (just believe in Jesus), or are you a Disciple?


What does being a disciple have to do with D†R†A†M†A- besides the name?


EVERYTHING!!!


The greatest test of discipleship isn’t how many people you witnessed to or how much money you gave to the church, not even how many Acts of Worship you were a part of. The greatest test of discipleship is how much you love.


In our purpose statement, we exist out of love for God and love for people. To turn that around, we love God and we love people, therefore D†R†A†M†A exists.


I Corinthians 13:1-3 (NIV). “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.”


Rewrite these verses so that they are talking about you as a theatre minister. (Example: “If I can write plays better than Shakespeare, but have not love, I am only killing trees.”)

Personal Application:

Decide how accurate the statement is about you and rate yourself. 1 is super bad, 10 is perfect.

I am a Disciple (not just a Christian.)
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Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

I love God with all my heart.
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Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

I love God with all my soul.
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Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

I love God with all my mind
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Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

I love God with all my strength.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

I love others like Jesus loves me.
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Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

I am motivated by love.
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Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

I am motivated by love alone, nothing else.
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Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

I am a disciple before anything else, even before I run around madly acting.
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Why did you choose this answer? How can you improve?

Let us pray…

Reminder: Pray on the armor of God. (Ephesians 6)

The prayers I want to lift up to God today:

The praises I want to lift up to God today:

Some other things God spoke to me during this time:

Story Time

Are you a Soldier?

I am a soldier in the army of my God!

The Lord Jesus Chris is my Commanding Officer!

The Holy Bible is my code of conduct!

Faith, prayer and the Word are my weapons of warfare!

I have been taught by the Holy Spirit, trained by experience, tried by adversity, and tested by fire!

I am a volunteer in this army, and I am enlisted for eternity! I will either retire in this army at the rapture or die in this Army; but I will not get out, sell out, be talked out, or be pushed out! 

If my God needs me, I am there! If He needs me to teach children, work with the youth, help adults, or just sit and learn, He can use me, because I am here! I am a soldier!

I am not a wimp! I am in place, saluting my King, obeying His orders, praising His name, and building His kingdom! I am committed!

I cannot have my feelings hurt bad enough to turn me around! I cannot be discouraged enough to turn me aside! I cannot lose enough to cause me to quit! When Jesus called me into this army, I had nothing! In the end, I will have everything! I will win! My God will supply all my needs! I am more than a conqueror! I will always triumph! I can do all things through Christ!

Devils cannot defeat me!

People cannot disillusion me!

Weather cannot weary me!

Sickness cannot stop me!

Battles cannot beat me!

Money cannot buy me!

Governments cannot silence me and hell cannot handle me!

I am a soldier!

Even death cannot destroy me! For when my commander calls me from this battlefield, He will promote me and then bring me back to rule this world with Him!

I am a soldier in the army and I’m marching, claiming victory! I will not give up! I will not turn around! I am a soldier, marching heave bound! Here I stand! Here I kneel!

Will you stand with me? Will you kneel with me?

Question is: “Are you on Active Duty?” serving the Lord faithfully, daily, on duty 24/7. Reserve Status: Serving only when called upon, or twice a year (Christmas and Easter). Guard Status: Backing up the active duty group. Or, AWOL- Absent With Out the Lord.
“Fellowship of the Unashamed”

Based on Romans 1:16

By Brian Dodridge

*hint- go home and read this out loud 3 times in a row, with some feeling!

I am part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed. I have Holy Spirit power. The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made. I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.

I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away or be still. My past is redeemed, my present makes sense and my future is secure. I am finished and done with low-living, sight-walking, small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tame visions, mundane talking, cheap giving and dwarfed goals!

I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits, or popularity. I don’t have to be right, first, recognized, praised, regarded or rewarded. I now live by faith, love by patience, lift by prayer, and labor by power.

My pace is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven. My road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions few, my Guide reliable, my mission clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, diluted or delayed. I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity or meander in the maze of mediocrity.

I won’t give up, back up, let up or shut up ‘til I’ve preached up, prayed up, paid up, stood up, and stayed up for the cause of Christ.

I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. I must go ‘til He returns, give ‘til I drop, preach ‘til all have heard.

And when He comes to get His own, He will have no problem recognizing me. My colors will be clear!  For I am part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed!
